
Upcoming Events: 
Feb 1:  Course Sigh-Ups Begin 

Feb 2:  BOE Mtg, HS Library, 7pm 

Feb 3:  10
th

 Grade visits BOCES & JCC 

Feb 9:  Dessert Theater, 7pm 

Feb 23:  BOE Mtg, HS Library, 7pm 

Feb 24:  Athletic Pre-Season Mtg, 6pm 

Feb 25:  Senior Trip Parent Mtg, 7pm 

 

 

Visit our Links: 
School District Web Site 

High School Web Site 

Guidance Department 

Athletic Department 

Music Calendar 

Staff Web Pages 

Past Newsletters 

Booster Club 

Lunch Menu 

 

School Closings & Delays 

Parent Portal Sign-Up 

Subscribe to our Monthly Newsletters 

  Thousand Islands Central School District 

     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

High School 
www.1000islandsschools.org  

 
                        

A Magazine for California’s Middle Grades Educator 

Dear Parents & Students: 

 

It’s hard to believe how quickly the school year is moving!  We just 

finished with our mid year exams and are off and running with the second 

semester – which starts Monday, February 1
st
.  As we look at the second 

half of the school year I would like to encourage all parents to take an 

active role with their children and with school.  Please encourage your 

child to do their best and to utilize the many resources surrounding them, 

including their teachers, peers, and you the parent.  I ask that parents of 

seniors continue to talk with you child about the importance of staying 

focused as we step closer to June – it is easy to caught up into all the senior 

activities and not so far away plans after high school.  Parents of juniors, 

sophomores, and freshman as encouraged to visit and participate with your 

child during scheduled 2010-2011 course sign ups – you and your child 

can discuss with your child’s guidance counselor courses of study, 

academic and future planning. Meetings for with counselors for juniors, 

sophomores and freshman will begin the first week of February.   

 

As you may remember, the high school hosted parent teacher conferences 

last November on a different date than both the middle school and 

elementary buildings.  The change was two fold – 1) To continue to allow 

for parent/teacher meeting for all students & 2) To gain instructional time.  

My question for parents is this: How did the change with the high school 

parent teacher conference impact you as a parent and your quest to meet 

with teachers?  We welcome your feedback and ask that you forward your 

response to our Building Planning Team. It’s simple….just go to our 

website at www.1000islandsschools.org and click on high school, then on 

Building Planning Team, then on Discussion at the top of the page.  Simply 

type in your response and submit.  Again, we welcome any feedback you 

may provide - your comments will be most helpful as we continue to 

explore our Parent Teacher Conference schedule and procedures. 

 

Finally, please remember to let us know if we can be of any assistance.  

We are here to serve the greater school community and particularly the 

needs of each student.  Thank you for your continued support and don’t 

forget to check out our upcoming events on our website at 

www.1000islandsschools.org 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Joseph J. Gilfus 

A Message from the Principal:  Mr. Gilfus                           January 2010 

http://www.1000islandsschools.org/
http://www.1000islandsschools.org/High%20School/HS.htm
http://www.1000islandsschools.org/High%20School/HS%20Guidance.htm
http://www.1000islandsschools.org/Athletics/Sports.htm
http://www.1000islandsschools.org/Music/District%20Music%20Calendar.htm
http://www.1000islandsschools.org/District/Teachers%20Page.htm
http://www.1000islandsschools.org/Newsletter/newsletters.htm
http://www.1000islandsschools.org/Booster%20Club/boosterclub.htm
http://www.1000islandsschools.org/Lunch/lunch.htm
http://www.wwnytv.com/weather/school-closings
http://www.1000islandsschools.org/Technology/Help%20Documents/SchoolTool/SchoolToolInfo.htm
http://www.1000islandsschools.org/Newsletter/NewsletterSubscription.asp
http://www.1000islandsschools.org/
http://www.1000islandsschools.org/
http://www.1000islandsschools.org/
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The second marking period concludes on 

January 29, 2010.  Report cards are scheduled to 

be mailed home the first week of February.  Any 

students taking new courses for the second 

semester classes will begin on Monday, 

February 1, 2010. 

 

Course sign ups for the 2010-2011 school year 

will take place beginning in February.  Course 

outline books will be distributed to students on 

February 1
st
 and will be posted on our school 

website.  Students who will be in grades 10-12 

next year will meet with counselors to sign up 

for courses.   

 

The Sophomore Visitation Day will be held on 

Wednesday, February 3, 2010.  Interested 

students will have the opportunity to visit two 

technical programs at BOCES and Jefferson 

Community College.     
 

 

Guidance:  Mrs. Bobbi Nevala 

                    Mrs. Debbie Eldridge-Block 

 

Students will leave the building at 8:45 AM and 

should return by 1:50 PM. 

 

Juniors the deadline for the March SAT is 

February 4, 2010.  Please register at 

Collegeboard.com.  

 

College bound seniors please remember that 

your FASA applications should be submitted as 

soon as possible.  The application to apply for 

student aid can be located at www.fasa.ed.gov.  

New scholarships are arriving daily.  Check in 

Guidance frequently. 

 

Visit our website:  Guidance Department 
 

 As the second marking period approaches, 
some Algebra students may be entering into 
Algebra AIS.   

 
What is AIS? 
Academic Intervention Services 
 
Our AIS program has two main objectives… 
1)  AIS is proactive in that we place students 
that have been deemed at-risk into the 
program to provide preventative support to 
assist with success on the Algebra Regents 
exam. 
 
2)  AIS is reactive in that we place students 
that have already been unsuccessful on the 
Algebra Regents exam into the program to 
assist future success on the exam. 
 

Mathematics:  Mr. Steve DeMay 

 Department Coordinator 

 
 

 

Proactive Plan: 
 

We work with students on current math 
assignments and test corrections to ensure 
success on current class-work.  We also work 
on sample Algebra questions that relate to 
current assignments and/or previous work 
completed. 

 

 
Reactive Plan: 

 

We work with students on sample Algebra 
questions that relate to the entire Algebra 
curriculum.  We discuss test taking strategies 
and how to earn partial credit on open ended 
questions. 
 

http://www.fasa.ed.gov/
http://www.1000islandsschools.org/High%20School/HS%20Guidance.htm
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 Mr. Shippee, 10
th

 Grade English Teacher at T.I., is 

currently seeking enthusiastic students that are interested 

in participating in this year’s Shakespeare/Poetry Night at 

Lyric Coffee House in Clayton.  Several students were 

involved in this event last year and everyone that 

participated or came to see the event had a great time.  

Though the official date has not been set for this event, it 

will be held on either the first or third Monday in March, 

which is the regular time for Open-Mic Night at Lyric. 

  

Recently, the newly formed T.I. Drama Club participated 

in the National Poetry Out Loud Recitation Competition 

organized by teacher Ms. Flick, and judged by Mr. 

Menard, Mrs. Balk, Mrs. Nevala and Mr. Shippee. It was 

encouraging to see students engaging in an event focusing 

on poetry and the challenge involved in not just reciting it, 

but in the performing it for the enjoyment of others.  

Everyone involved did a wonderful job and should be 

congratulated on their enthusiasm and their efforts. The 

two winners of the local competition were Natalie Reff 

and Kristina Dine.  As the winners, they will soon go on to 

compete in a Regional Competition. 

 

English:  Mrs. Irene Brooks 

 Department Coordinator 

 

 
 

 

The English 9/10 students recently participated in a 

videoconference with Holocaust survivor and author 

Gerda Weissmann Klein and students from schools 

all over the country.  They recently read her novel All 

But My Life, and it was a truly amazing experience to 

be able to listen to her talk about her life, her 

experiences, and her advice for the future.  Thank 

you to Mr. Freitag for assisting us with the technical 

aspects of the conference! 

 

 Any students, or staff interested in taking part in this 

year’s Shakespeare/Poetry Night at Lyric should 

contact Mr. Shippee as soon as possible to sign up 

and select a work that they would like to perform.  

Once again, special thanks to all of the students from 

last year, and to Kathy Danielson, owner/operator of 

the Lyric Coffee House for her generosity in 

accommodating our need for a little more culture and 

art in Northern New York.  

 

  Thousand Islands High School students and their family 

make a donation to the High School Engineering 

department and K-Island Gears Robotic Team. 

 

Ryan Fairbanks has donated a HUSKY 69-Piece socket 

wrench set and Ethan Miller has donated a chain breaker 

tool along with other miscellaneous electronic 

items.  These tools are very valuable to the engineering 

team.  The high school engineering department has a small 

shop with limited tools for the students to work with.   

  

Ryan Fairbanks is a 9th grade student and a first year K-

Island Gears member.  Ethan Miller is a 10
th

 grade student 

and a second year K-Island Gears member.  Together they 

bring much insight to the design and construction of this 

year’s robot.  Both Ryan and Ethan have a great interest in 

engineering.  Ryan brings in annotated sketches to share 

with the robotics team showing solutions to some of the 

more complicated mechanical problems and internal 

workings.  Ethan solves our electrical and computer 

programming needs of the robot.  Many of their ideas, as 

well as from other members of the team, are being 

implemented into the robot. Both Ryan and Ethan are 

assets to the team and the engineering department.    

 

PLTW:  Mr. Craig Freitag 

 Department Coordinator 

 

To help Ryan and Ethan gain a better understanding of 

engineering, they take courses in the Thousand Islands 

High School "Project Lead the Way" program.  PLTW 

offers a sequence of collegiate level pre-engineering 

classes that spark the ingenuity, creativity, and innovation 

within all of our students. I look forward to Ryan and 

Ethan’s participation over the next few years.  
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All foreign language classes continue to work hard to 

improve their language skills in speaking, listening, 

reading and writing.   Course sign-ups are in February and 

students are encouraged to think about how continuing in  

a foreign language will help them to achieve their future 

goals.  

 

 Many colleges/universities have a language requirement 

for graduation.   This requirement can be met here through 

our level 5 courses offered to seniors.   These classes are 

intermediate level college courses (Spanish 221/222 and 

French 221/222).  Each is a two semester sequence with 3 

college credit hours awarded per semester.  The cost of 

each semester is 1/3 of the cost of the same class if taken 

on the JCC campus.   Students are also required to 

purchase a textbook for the class.  Students may opt to 

take the class for high school credit only.  (The course 

work is exactly the same as it is for the “college 

students”.)  The prerequisite for the class is successful 

completion of level 4 of the language and a score of at 

least 85% on the NY State Regents exam.   All students 

must meet these prerequisites regardless of whether they 

are taking the course for high school or college credit. 

Foreign Language:  Mrs. Mary Ann Reff 

 Department Coordinator 

 

 
 

Music:  Mrs. Kathryn Ingerson 

 Department Coordinator 

 
The Music Department has been active all through January!  

Perhaps the highlight of the whole month was a trip to Syracuse 

to see the Broadway musical Wicked.  Everyone who attended 

truly enjoyed themselves.   

Preparations are currently underway for two of our annual 

events, the Select Vocal Ensemble’s Annual Dessert Theater, on 

2/9/10, and the musical, Beauty and the Beast,  on  3/26-27/10.  

Both events are shaping up to be truly spectacular and well worth 

seeing. 

We have two Bi-County festivals approaching.  The first is the 

Winter Bi-County festival and will feature several freshman 

chorus members in the middle school choir.  The second is the 

Spring Bi-County which will feature the HS Choir and Band.  

This festival is early this year and band applications are already 

in and choir applications will soon be due as well.  Another perk 

at this year’s Spring Bi-County is that TI’s own Carissa Clark is 

this year’s Senior Soloist.  This honor is an audition based solo 

performance at an appropriate Bi-County festival.  As well as 

having the opportunity to perform solo, Carissa was awarded a 

scholarship.   

Although winter is still very much with us it isn’t too early to 

start considering summer music programs.  The JLCMEA’s 

Steve Worden Scholarship for any music summer camp can be 

found online at 

http://www.jlcmta.org/Forms/SteveWordenScholarship.doc  and 

information about Crane Youth Music can be found at 

http://www.potsdam.edu/academics/Crane/cym/ . 

 

Upcoming Events: Click Here 

On Monday, February 1
st
 students will start the 

2
nd

 semester.  That means new electives and new 

courses.  Students participating in the arts will 

have Interior Design, Drawing & Painting and 

Ceramics in which to select from.  Each one of 

these electives is a ½ credit course lasting until 

the end of the school year.  A colorful abstract 

portrait from last years drawing & painting class 

is featured below. 

 

Art:  Mrs. Nicky Badour 

 Department Coordinator 

Social Studies:  Mr. John Blodgett 

 Department Coordinator 

 
January’s oftentimes inclement weather is 

accompanied by a virtual blizzard of tests and 

mid-year exams in the Social Studies 

department.  For students in the upper-level half-

year courses, projects and class presentation may 

provide the basis of the final assessment.  

 

Much more tightly structured are the mid-year 

exams for Global Studies 10 and US History and 

Government.  These are formatted to match the 

actual NYS Regents exams that the students will 

face in June.  The Regents testing environment is 

duplicated for the mid-year exams as well. 

 

Recent transfers who took US history and global 

studies courses in out-of-state schools are 

required to demonstrate their competence by 

challenging the relevant Regents exams 

successfully in order to be granted Regents 

credit – for them, an extra January hurdle. 

 

http://www.jlcmta.org/Forms/SteveWordenScholarship.doc
http://www.potsdam.edu/academics/Crane/cym/
http://www.1000islandsschools.org/Music/District%20Music%20Calendar.htm
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As you may know, we started a juice pouch recycling 

campaign this school year within our district.  There are 

collection bins in all four cafeterias district wide for Capri 

Sun and similar juice pouches.  At the half-way point of 

our school year, we have so far collected over 6,400 juice 

pouches and raised close to $130.  That is awesome! 

A company called Terracycle upcycles the pouches into a 

variety of products.  Terracycle sends us money for the 

pouches which is split between the TICSD Booster Club 

and the TI Foundation for scholarships.  Check out 

www.terracycle.net to learn more about all the products 

they sell and upcycle.   

At the high school we are using this program as an 

educational opportunity for our students.  Besides being 

actively involved by recycling and raising money for our 

local scholarships and booster club, we are reducing the 

volume of trash that leaves our school district.  This is a 

small but visible way to reduce our negative impact on the 

earth in the form of landfill space.  Thanks to the 

numerous high school student volunteers and the middle 

school FCCLA club, under Mrs. Curtis leadership, for 

their time in cleaning and packaging the juice pouches.  

Thank you for your support and we look forward to more 

recycling. 

 

 

Science:  Mrs. Pamela Gore 

 Department Coordinator 
 

 

Media Center:  Mrs. Balk 

 Department Coordinator 

 
From the Media Center-- 
5 Tips on Using Google More Effectively: 
  
1.  Use the Advanced Search feature.  Using it will allow 
you to filter resul ts in various ways, giving you exactly 
what you need. 
  
2.  Restrict your search using 'site' command, which will 
allow you to search only one website or domain:  
(i.e. Halloween site:gov restricts your search to just 
government sites) 
3.  Specialized Information Queries will allow you to search 
specific information:  
  
(i.e. weather:  will give the weather to any given location 
weather:Seattle ; define:  will give a definition to any word 
define:kerning)  
4.  To find information about a website, type info:    
  
(i.e. info:www.theonion.com  will give information about 
The Onion website) 
  
5.  Put quotation marks around exact phrases (i.e. "I have 
a dream") 

 

 

 
 

Joseph Lashomb and Nicole Gushlaw 

constructed these foam garage models based on 

their own garage designs in the CADD I class at 

the Bohlen Technical Center. 

 

Special Ed.:  Mrs. Darlene VanWie 

 Department Coordinator 

 

Student Council:  Mrs. Nevela 

 
 

Student council has been busy finalizing plans 

for spirit day activities on Friday, February 12
th

!  

The annual Mr. Wonderful talent competition 

will be held at 12:30 followed by the pep rally at 

1:30 in the high school gym.   

 

Student council members have also been raising 

funds for the relief effort in Haiti.  The “Hearts 

for Haiti” program sells hearts for $1.00 during 

lunch periods and athletic events.  Student 

council will match the money raised and donate 

the total to the American Red Cross.  The money 

will help provide aid to the citizens of Haiti 

impacted by the recent earthquake.   

 

Mrs. Nevala has also begun fund raising efforts 

for the After-Prom Lock-in.  Redeemable water 

bottles are being collected in the Guidance office 

and the deposits will help provide food, prizes 

and activities for the 2010 After-Prom Lock-in! 

 

 

http://www.terracycle.net/
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 This year’s robotics season has come once again for many 

of our students.  For members of the K-Island Gears 

robotics team, it will be a busy season, filled with the 

designing and building of the robot for this year’s 

competition, thorough planning and fundraising, detailed 

work for award submissions, and other preparations for the 

two-day regional competition held in Rochester March 5
th

 

and 6
th

. 

 

The K-Island Gears began in 2005, with an extraordinarily 

successful season, receiving the “Rookie All-Star Award,” 

the highest honor given to a rookie team in the regional 

competition.  The following year, the team continued their 

success, making it to the final match and leading the 

winning alliance to victory at the Finger Lakes Regional.   

 

The team was then able to travel to Atlanta, Ga. for the 

international competition.  Last year, one of the team’s 

mentors, Mr. Craig Freitag, was awarded the Woodie 

Flowers award, the most prestigious award given to a 

mentor.  The K-Island Gears have certainly made a name 

for themselves thus far among FIRST teams.  Students are 

enthusiastic about looking towards the future with this 

season’s competition. 

 

T.I.’s K-Island Gears FIRST Robotics 

team plans for “Breakaway” 

 

 
 

 

By Sarah Wolf, Contributing Writer 
 

The season began on Jan. 9, when this year’s game was 

revealed in a kickoff event.   The robot-played game, 

which is called “Breakaway,” is an intricate version of 

soccer, with bumps, and tunnels to complicate strategy, 

and bonus points awarded for hanging off a tall bar at the 

center of the field or other robots.  This season promises to 

be just as exciting and successful as previous years for the 

students, and the “Gears” are looking forward to it. 

 

More information can be found at:  Gears Website 

 

 

 

 

  

 
Beside the St. Lawrence River, 

there stands a place so proud and 
true. 

Our spirit stands united, 
with the Viking gold and blue. 

From bridge to lighthouse we are 
joined 

with common goal in mind, 
of learning, life, and friendships 

made, 
and memories left behind. 

One day we'll leave but not regret, 
the days that have gone by. 

For in our hearts we'll always find, 
a place for old T. I. 

 

http://www.1000islandsschools.org/Clubs/Gears/FIRST.htm

